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	Abstract
	The article examines the enigmatic world of Thracian mythology and mysteries, immersing itself in hidden messages long shrouded in the mists of time. In this mystical world, the image of Orpheus shines with a magical enigma, concealing unsolved myster...
	Keywords: Orpheus, Good, Evil, Thracian Orphism
	INTRODUCTION
	In the depths of ancient Thracian mythology the mystery of Orphism unfolds - a mystical teaching revealing the deep connection between philosophy and religious practice. Emanating from the mysterious world of Orpheus, this ideology illuminates the ete...
	EXTRACT
	The influence of Orpheus and Orphism runs deep into the past, immersing us in a world filled with mysterious and powerful forces. In this Ancient Realm of gods and demons, Orphism rises as a philosophical and religious teaching revealing the sacrament...
	At the heart of Orphism, mystical rituals and sacred symbols reveal the path to redemption and spiritual enlightenment, giving humans the opportunity to overcome darkness and discover the Divine Light.
	According to Bogdanov, Orphism represents not only a religious literature of a theological nature, which includes mythological themes associated with figures such as Orpheus and Musaeus, but also a significant tradition extending back to the time of N...
	In Orphica Magica I, Alexander Foll explores Orphism as an ancient Thracian mystical teaching that combines philosophical, religious and magical elements. In his view, Orphism was not simply a religious system, but a complex spiritual tradition that p...
	Foll differentiates Ancient Greek and Thracian Orphism, emphasizing his thesis that "Orpheus is the embodiment of the attempt to acquire individual knowledge, Orphicus the bearer of this essay, uplifted and driven by the enlightenment of faith, and Or...
	In addition to Orpheus, other key figures such as Musaeus and Epimenides are also mentioned in the text, contributing to convey the authenticity of Neo-Olympic religious ritualism. The authority of Orpheus and his followers is linked to the transmissi...
	On the other hand, according to Foll, Orphism is shown to be a system of beliefs and practices that profoundly influences the cultural and spiritual history of Antiquity, highlighting the importance of quests and rituals in the lives of the people of ...
	Originating in the 6th century BC in the Balkans and southern Italy, Orphism has a long tradition in Greco-Roman antiquity. According to Bogdanov, Orpheus is the subject of various theories, and the dispute over the origins of Orphism considers whethe...
	Orphic literature has been around since the 5th and 4th centuries BC and covers major themes such as cosmogony (the origin of the universe), theogony (the origin of the gods) and anthropogony (the origin of man), representing hidden content that is im...
	According to the author, Orphism does not contain explicit sociological ideas about human society and culture that are more prominent in early Greek ideology and mythology. However, it is distinguished by its possession of a sacred word (hieros logos)...
	Bogdanov concludes that compared to Hesiod's Theogony, the Orphic theogonies follow a more dogmatic theological model. The Orphic theogony has a specific structure in which Zeus is depicted as the beginning, middle and end of everything in the world. ...
	In his book "Pagan Regeneration. A Study of Mysterious Initiations in the Graeco-Roman World", Harold Willoughby, like the previously mentioned authors, offers a thorough study based on a variety of sources. He argues that Orphism is not just a religi...
	For a broader expression of Orphic theology, the author turns to the corpus of Orphic literature. Various poems attributed to Orpheus existed as early as the time of the Pisistratids in Athens. These were quoted by Plato and other authors, but their a...
	Willoughby's study provides valuable insight into the perception of Good and Evil in Orphism.
	The myth of Dionysus Zagreus, recreated in the Exhortation to the Greeks by Clement of Alexandria and confirmed by Diodorus, is based on lost Orphic poems. According to Clement's version, Persephone bore Zeus a bull-shaped son called Dionysus Zagreus....
	The author emphasizes that this story is closely related to the ritual of eating raw flesh, which symbolizes the dismemberment and devouring of the god, giving divine sanction to the ritual. Thus arises the legend of Dionysus Zagreus, who becomes a ce...
	According to Orphic beliefs, the human was created from the ashes of the Titans, who had previously devoured Zagreus, possessing divine vitality. From this perspective, Orphics perceive human nature as a combination of two parts: one Dionysian and imm...
	On the other hand, according to Willoughby, the process of salvation in Orphic theology is not simply a purification from bodily contamination. The problem is much deeper and more complex. Orphics seek not only deliverance from the evils of their curr...
	According to Plato, the soul must pass through three periods of a thousand years each, at the end of each period drawing lots and choosing its next incarnation. Er's account of the afterlife is presented at the end of Plato's dialogue The State. Er, a...
	In this account, Orpheus, now a soul, is said to be terrified at the thought of returning to human form because of the suffering he endured when he was torn apart by women in his previous life. Instead, he chooses a quiet life as a swan to avoid human...
	This story related to Orpheus reflects both the theme of the cycle of rebirth in Orphism and the importance of choice and the consequences of actions in the afterlife.
	Willoughby comments on "palingenesis" as a term used by the Orphics for the rebirth of souls into human bodies. These physical reincarnations are perceived by the Orphics as the evil they most wish to escape. The main purpose of their efforts is to br...
	Thus, according to the author, Orphism represents a unique view of human existence, offering deliverance from the cycle of physical rebirth through sacred rituals and mysteries. Orphics believe that only through the successful completion of initiation...
	In his study, Willoughby examines homophagy, the celebration of raw flesh that serves as both communion and commemoration.  By eating the flesh of the sacrificial bull, symbolizing the god Zagreus, the Orphics receive a divine substance that strengthe...
	soul. The ritual re-creates the myth of the killing of Dionysus by the Titans and represents a symbolic act of spiritual purification. These practices are an important element of the initiation, designed to free participants from the physical stains o...
	The author examines the religious rituals through which Orphism directs its teachings toward spiritual liberation and purification achieved through an ascetic lifestyle. Initiation and homophagy mark the beginning of the process of salvation followed ...
	Additionally, Willoughby notes that Orphism has had a significant impact on people's moral lives, offering religious rituals that encourage abstinence from violence and promote peaceful existence. From Pindar to Aristophanes, ancient writers viewed Or...
	Willoughby summarizes that Orphism is not limited to a single event such as a new birth in life unless initiation is taken proleptically. Instead, the religion promotes a regenerative process that begins with initiation and ends with the salvation of ...
	CONCLUSION
	Orphism presents a profound and complex view of the nature of good and evil, viewing human nature through the prism of dualism. In this philosophical tradition, the soul is sublime, divine, and immortal, while the body is titanic, evil, and mortal. In...
	In the mythological world of the Orphics, the Cosmos is the arena of the eternal confrontation between Good and Evil, order and chaos, which constitute the basis of the natural cosmic order. The Orphics believe that evil can be overcome through ritual...
	Orphism opens a path to achieving spiritual purity and exaltation, offering methods for overcoming evil and integrating the divine aspect of existence. In this sense, rituals are not merely practices but means of transformation that lead to liberation...
	It is interesting how this ancient view resonates with contemporary scholarship in philosophy of religion and psychology, which also considers human nature and moral conflicts in the field of deeper cosmic and existential questions.
	Despite the abyss of time and cultural change, Orphism not only retains its unique identity and practices, but also continues to influence other religions and philosophies, including Pythagoreanism, Hermeticism, and Christianity. Thus, it does not onl...
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